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According to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization's "Perspectivas Alimentarias" released
March 14, global sugar output for the 1991/92 season is projected at 112.8 million metric tons, down
700,000 MT compared to projections published in December. The production total in 1990/91 was
113.139 million MT. Latin America is expected to supply 30 million MT of 1991/92 production; other
developing nations, 40.7 MT; European Economic Community, 15 million MT; and, other advanced
industrialized nations, 27.1 million MT. Projected sugar output in the former Soviet Union was
revised downward by 1 million MT, result of continuing fuel and spare parts shortages. Cuban sugar
production was revised downward by over 1 million MT, due to inclement weather and shortages of
fuel and fertilizer. The FAO did not provide an estimate of the island's sugar output for the 1991/92
production cycle. Next, the FAO's projections of EEC and Australian sugar production were reduced
from the estimates released in December by 1 million MT, and 15%, respectively. The reductions
were attributed to inclement weather. Output projections were revised upward in the cases of
Brazil, China, the US, India and Turkey. Production in the five nations is expected to surpass 1990/91
levels. The FAO's projection for global sugar consumption in 1992 is 110.9 million MT, down from
a previous estimate of 112.1 million MT. Half of the 1.2 million MT difference was attributed to a
revision of sugar consumption in the former Soviet Union. In 1991, global sugar consumption came
to 109.4 million MT. Advanced industrialized nations' sugar consumption this year is projected at
46.8 million MT; and, developing nations, 64.1 million MT. Of the Third World total, Latin America
accounts for 19.5 million MT, and for the advanced industrialized total, the EEC represents 12.6
million MT. Sugar consumption in 1992 is expected to increase throughout the Third World, result
of lower prices and population growth. The largest consumer nations this year are China, India,
Indonesia, and Brazil. Overall sugar consumption in developed nations is down by 1% compared to
1991. Global sugar imports are expected to decline by 3% to 27 million MT in 1992, result of the US
sugar industry's recovery, and import cutbacks by South America, Eastern Europe, and the former
USSR. Price deterioration on world markets is expected to continue, outcome of declining demand
for sugar imports, "growing uncertainty" regarding the level of imports by the former USSR, and
expectations of sizable Cuban exports under free market conditions. World-wide sugar stocks are
projected at 35.3 million MT in 1991/92, an increase of 1 million MT compared to 1990/91. (Basic data
from Spanish news service EFE, 03/14/92)
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